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Short Title: 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI GARDENS, 
FLORIDA REGULATING THE SUPERVISION, CONFINEMENT AND 
TETHERING OF CANINES; PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF 
REPRESENTATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
FOR INCLUSION IN CODE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Summary: 

 
The Humane Society began a campaign entitled “Break the Chain” to educate the general public 
as to the dangers of continuous tethering.  The City of Miami Gardens desires to join other 
municipalities in supporting the Humane Society’s campaign.  Tethering is the act of restraining 
a canine by tying the animal to any object or structure.  According to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (“AVMA”), tethering contributes to aggressive behavior in canines.   Tethers 
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also restrict a canine’s movement and may lead to severe collar injuries.  Animals that are 
continuously tethered for extensive periods of time face greater exposure to environmental 
elements which may lead to illness and disease.  
 

Proposed Action: 
  
Mayor Gibson recommends that the City Council adopt the attached Ordinance regulating the 
supervision, confinement and tethering of canines.  
 

Attachment: 
 
 
 




