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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIAMI 
GARDENS, FLORIDA, ADOPTING A MORATORIUM ON THE 
SUBMISSION, PROCESSING AND ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF 
USE AND BUSINESS TAX RECEIPTS FOR THE OPERATION OF “PAIN 
CLINICS” AND “PAIN MANAGEMENT CLINICS”; PROVIDING FOR 
EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR A STUDY(S); PROVIDING FOR 
ADOPTION OF REPRESENTATIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN CODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Staff Summary: 
 
The attached ordinance proposes a temporary moratorium on the processing of certificates of 
use and business tax receipts for pain clinics within the City.  By way of history, Councilman 
Oliver Gilbert contacted the City Attorney to determine whether the City prohibits pain 
management clinics. Councilman Gilbert was advised that the City does not currently prohibit 
pain management clinics.  As such, Councilman Gilbert requested the City Attorney to draft an 
ordinance, to prohibit such uses, for consideration by the City Council.   
 
The Miami Gardens Police Department has recently become aware of increased criminal 
activity, including illegal prescription drug sales, noise, loitering and littering around pain clinics 
located within the City.  As a result, the City Attorney suggested that the City Manager issue an 
administrative moratorium to allow Staff an opportunity to study the matter and draft the 
legislation proposed by Councilman Gilbert.  On April 13, 2010, the City Manager issued an 
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administrative moratorium on the processing of any and all zoning approvals, including 
certificates of use and business tax receipts, relating to pain management clinics within the City 
of Miami Gardens.   
 
During the period of the administrative moratorium, Staff has begun conducting research and 
studying various regulatory options.  It is anticipated that a final version of the attached 
Ordinance regulating pain management clinics will be placed on the agenda for the May 26, 
2010 meeting of the City Council.  
 

Proposed Action: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a moratorium on the processing of any and all 
zoning approvals, including certificates of use and business tax receipts, relating to pain 
management clinics within the City of Miami Gardens, until the ordinance requested by 
Councilman Gilbert can be finalized. 
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None 




